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Wz +~—2 749 v 7 (Philip Hawke)
As both the world of science and Japanese society are becoming more and more internationalized, English is
increasingly needed both by Japanese pharmaceutical scientists to communicate their research to foreign
colleagues, and by Japanese pharmacists to speak to foreign patients and customers. These trends were
recognized by the University of Shizuoka in 2007 when it established the Scientific English Program to train
science graduate students as part of the Global COE Program. The Program was integrated into the School of
Pharmaceutical Sciences as the F} % 3% 55 4 ¥in 2012, when it began providing courses to undergraduate
students as well. The Program is taught by me, Philip Hawke, a Canadian who has taught at the University of
Shizuoka since 1996.
The Program teaches graduate students the practical English skills that they need to successfully
communicate about their research. It offers courses in Academic Presentations, Academic Writing, Scientific
Manuscript Editing, Oral Communication, Small Group Discussion, and Independent Listening. After taking the
Program’s courses, many students have presented their work at international conferences and published it in
International journals, and some have worked abroad as post-doctoral fellows or now work for international
drug companies.
The Program teaches undergraduate students more basic English skills related to science. The Pharmaceutical
Science English course introduces third-year students to the English that they will need after entering
laboratories in their fourth year, such reading scientific journal articles. Students also develop practical English
for communicating with foreign patients and customers in hospitals and drug stores. In the English section of
the Scientific Practice I course, first-year students have debates on scientific topics. In 2017, a new course
called Research Presentations in English will give bth-year students the opportunity to practice presenting
their graduation research projects in English.
In recent years, an increasing number of foreign graduate
students have been enrolling in the School, motivating
faculty members to improve their own English skills. To
help them do so, the Program offers weekly English
Lunches for Science Faculty Members at a variety of
skill levels. The Scientific English Program aims to help
both students and faculty members to develop the
English skills that they need to succeed as scientific
research and Japanese society become increasingly
internationalized.
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